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Alberta  Government  Loans  Enable  Municipalities 
To  Install  Modern  Water  And  Sewage  Systems 


A  total  of  18  new  water  and/or  sewer  systems  were 
put  into  operation  during  1953,  giving  the  Province  one  of  its 
busiest  years  on  record  for  sanitation  installations. 

By  the  end  of  1953,  there  was  a  total  of  110  water,  sewage, 
and  water  and  sewage  systems  in  operation  throughout  the 
Province,  providing  services  for  all  the  cities  and  more  than  50 
percent  of  the  towns  and  villages  in  Alberta.  Another  eight 
projects  were  under  construction  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  10 
more  have  provisional  approval  to  plan  new  projects  during  1954. 

The  18  new  systems  represent  almost  every  part  of  the 
Province,  from  Spirit  River  in  the  north  to  Pincher  Creek  in  the 
south;  Castor  in  the  east  to  Rocky  Mountain  House  in  the  west. 
Among  them  are  several  which  had  water  or  sewers  installed 
soon  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  but  have  been  only  now  in  a 
financial  position  to  complete  the  other  half  of  the  project. 

The  main  reason  that  there  has  been  such  a  heavy  increase 
in  water  and  sewage  installations  is  twofold.  Firstly,  the  resi- 
dents of  smaller  towns  and  villages  are  realizing  that  running 
water  and  flushing  toilets  are  not  luxuries  confined  to  major 
centres,  but  are  necessities  which  can  be  made  available  to 
almost  any  community.  And  secondly,  the  Alberta  Government's 
policy  of  assisting  towns  and  villages  through  the  Municipal 
Capital  Expenditure  Loans  Act  and  the  Self-Liquidating  Projects 
Act  has  put  the  water  and  sewer  systems  financially  within  the 
reach  of  towns  which  otherwise  could  not  afford  them. 

Towns  and  villages  which  installed  water  and  sewer  systems 
last  year  were:  Bashaw,  Big  Valley,  Carbon,  Castor,  Crossfield, 
Hays,  High  Prairie,  Jasper  Place,  Picture  Butte,  Smoky  Lake, 
St.  Albert  and  Spirit  River.  Towns  completing  sewer  projects 
were  Bow  Island,  Carmangay,  Pincher  Creek  and  Redcliff,  while 
Nobleford  and  Rocky  Mountain  House  installed  water  systems. 

Water  and  sewer  projects  which  were  under  construction 
by  the  end  of  1953  were  at  Beiseker,  Beverly,  Mundare,  Myrnam, 
Thorsby  and  Blackie,  while  Granum  and  Daysland  were  installing 
sewer  systems. 

When  a  town  or  village  feels  that  it  is  in  a  financially  sound 
position  to  install  a  system,  a  private  consulting  engineer  is 
engaged  to  make  a  preliminary  survey.  In  some  cases,  towns 
request  the  Alberta  Government  to  carry  out  an  examination,  in 
which  cases  a  sanitary  engineer  merely  advises  whether  a 
preliminary  survey  should  be  made. 

The  first  survey  usually  is  a  sketchy  one,  but  gives  complete 
details  on  the  approximate  cost,  the  area  to  be  served,  source  of 
water  supply,  method  of  sewage  disposal,  and  the  possible  annual 
revenue  from  the  utilities.  This  survey  is  submitted  to  the  Provin- 
cial Sanitary  Engineer,  Department  of  Health,  for  approval.  A 
government  engineer  makes  an  investigation  of  the  town  and  if 
he  declares  that  the  project  is  feasible,  a  provisional  certificate 
of  approval  is  issued. 

The  town  then  proceeds  with  its  money  bylaws  which  must 
be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners.  Later, 
when  a  two-thirds  majority  of  approval  is  obtained  from  the 
ratepayers,  the  town  makes  arrangements  for  a  detailed  and 
itemized  survey  to  be  prepared.  This  survey,  made  by  a  private 
engineer,  shows  a  blueprint  of  the  town  with  the  locations  of 


all  proposed  water  and  sewer  lines,  and  gives  itemized  informa- 
tion on  the  proposed  system.  It  contains  all  necessary  data  for 
contractors  to  make  bids  as  tenders  and  is  important  during 
actual  construction. 

An  example  is  a  report  submitted  on  a  northern  Alberta  town 
last  year.  A  16-page  survey,  it  covered  all  the  pertinent  informa- 
tion required  by  the  town  council.  It  began  with  a  review  of  the 
waterworks  situation,  stating  that  there  was  no  surface  water 
available  and  that  the  only  supply  was  from  a  500-foot  well. 

Extensive  tests  had  revealed  that  the  well  was  capable  of 
providing  sufficient  water  for  town  use  to  a  maximum  of  50  to 
60  gallons  per  capita  per  day  and  that  a  second  well  should 
be  drilled  for  an  alternate  supply.  Proposals  were  made  to  build 
a  grid  system  of  pipes  and  provide  27  hydrants  for  fire  protection. 

A  review  of  the  sewage  problem  indicated  that  the  natural 
drainage  was  poor.  A  sewage  treatment  plant  could  be  located 
north  of  the  town  on  the  banks  of  a  small  creek  and  a  pumping 
station  within  the  town  limits. 

This  survey,  like  others  made  in  the  Province,  was  submitted 
to  the  Alberta  Government  and  upon  its  endorsement,  a  certificate 
of  approval  was  issued.  This  certificate  required  the  town  to 
follow  certain  standards  and  meet  certain  requirements  during 
the  construction  period. 

To  finance  the  projects,  the  town  was  able  to  borrow 
$240,600  from  the  Alberta  Government's  Self-Liquidating  Projects 

(Continued  on  Page  Three) 


Albert  Government  Photo — Ross 
Fort  Saskatchewan  is  one  of  the  many  towns  and  villages  installing 
or  extending  their  water  and  sewage  systems.  This  particular  project  is  on 
extension  of  the  town's  sewer  and  water  system.  The  job,  as  the  photo 
shows,  is  carried  on  throughout  the  winter. 
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28,000  Reqistered  Brands 


Alberta  Cattle  Brands 


Artistry  Of  Early  Range  Expressed  In  Individual  Designs; 
Present-Day  Cattlemen  Limited  To  Conventional  Symbols 


The  artistic  instinct  of  the  early-day  Alberta  rancher  and 
cowboy  found  a  natural  outlet  in  cattle  brands.  The  first  brand 
book  was  started  in  Alberta  in  1880  and  early  issues  abound 
with  crude  markings  depicting  hats,  keys,  bells,  keyholes,  spurs, 
revolvers,  boots,  steer  heads  and  practically  everything  that  was 
a  part  of  the  life  of  a  cowboy. 

Nowadays,  the  aspiring  artist  must  stick  to  his  drawing 
board,  for  the  day  of  the  fancy  brand  is  past.  Numbers,  letters 
and  three  standard  symbols  are  all  that  can  be  used  in  a  modern 
brand  combination. 

Early  Brands  Oiiered  Little  Choice 

The  early  brand  had  drawbacks.  The  fancy  curves  and 
loops  often  were  blotched  or  marred  in  the  branding  operations; 
and  the  choice  of  designs  would  not  be  large  enough  to  satisfy 
the  28,000  registered  brand  owners  of  today. 

The  fancy  brand  was  eliminated  in  the  1890's,  but  persons 
who  had  registered  their  brands  before  that  date  were  permitted 
to  retain  their  original  designs.  So  the  modern  brand  book  still 
carries  some  of  the  old  brands  of  the  early  cattle  barons  and 
pioneers.  There  is  the  "Bar  Diamond"  of  the  Mclntyre  Ranching 
Co.  Ltd.  of  Lethbridge;  the  "Reverse  NL"  of  P.  Burns  Ranches; 
the  "Cross  Bar"  of  St.  Bernard's  Mission  at  Grouard,  and  many 
others. 

The  original  idea  of  the  brand  was  to  give  positive  identifica- 
tion for  stock  and  to  prevent  rustlers  from  claiming  stolen  cattle 
as  their  own.  Some  of  the  early  brands  of  the  Texas  cattle 
barons  included  such  startling  designs  as  a  running  bar  which 
burned  along  the  length  of  the  animal's  side  from  neck  to  tail. 
The  idea  was  to  devise  a  brand  which  nobody  could  alter. 

Guard  Against  Chcmging  Brands 

When  a  brand  is  approved  by  the  Brands  Office  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  checks  are  made  to  see  that 
no  one  within  200  miles  has  a  similar  brand  in  the  same  position 
which  could  be  altered  with  a  running  iron.  The  main  letters 
and  figures  which  show  a  similarity  or  could  be  easily  changed 
are:  A  and  an  inverted  V;  B  and  8;  E  and  F  or  L;  J  and  a  reversed 
L;  R  and  P  or  K;  U  and  V;  S  and  5;  and  Z  and  2. 

The  modern  brand  can  be  made  up  of  a  variety  of  com- 
binations. It  must  include  three  symbols  for  the  standard  brand 
or  two  if  a  rancher  wishes  to  place  two  letters  or  numbers  in 
a  vertical  line.  For  example,  George  Randle,  of  High  River,  has 
the  R  over  R  brand  and  the  A.  Frasers,  of  Youngstown,  have 
a  2  over  a  lazy  H.  A  letter  or  number  is  termed  "lazy"  when 
it  is  lying  on  its  side. 

Three-Symbol  Brand 

The  three-symbol  brand  usually  is  made  up  of  a  combina- 
tion of  two  letters,  two  numbers  or  a  letter  and  number.  To  this 
is  added,  either  above  or  below,  a  half  diamond  with  points 
towards  the  brand,  a  quarter  circle  with  points  away  from  the 
brand,  or  a  bar.  In  addition,  a  "running"  brand  can  be  made 
by  placing  the  bar  either  in  front  of  or  behind  the  combination. 

Besides  the  regular  numbers  or  figures,  these  symbols  can 
be  reversed,  inverted  or  placed  on  their  sides.  This  gives  an 
almost  endless  number  of  combinations  which  can  be  devised 


from  the  basic  symbols.  Added  variety  also  is  given  in  the 
choice  of  six  positions  to  place  the  brand:  the  shoulder,  rib  or 
hip  on  either  side. 

Only  Two  Original  Brands  Remain  With  Families 

Only  two  brands  from  the  original  book  are  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  families  that  registered  them  in  the  1880's.  The 
oldest  of  the  two  is  the  "Circle"  brand  on  the  left  hip,  chosen 
by  David  McDougall  in  1880  and  still  used  by  the  David  Mc- 
Dougalls  of  Cochrane.  This  was  the  13th  brand  recorded  in 
Alberta.  David  was  a  brother  of  Methodist  missionary,  John 
McDougall,  and  lived  at  Morley  on  the  Stony  Indian  Reserve 
where  he  was  employed  as  farm  instructor.  The  second  brand 
still  in  existence  is  the  "Circle  L"  registered  by  Charles  Lyndon 
in  1881.  This  bearded  Irish  rancher  settled  on  Meadow  Creek, 
west  of  Claresholm. 

The  first  brand  officially  recorded  in  Alberta  was  the  "71" 
filed  by  Supts.  P.  R.  Neale  and  S.  B.  Steele  of  the  North-West 
Mounted  Police  detachment  at  Fort  Macleod.  Registered  on  Jan. 
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Alberta  Cattle  Brands 

[Continued  from  Page  Two) 

28,  1880,  it  was  followed  by  a  string  of  other  registrations  made 
by  early  Alberta  pioneers. 

Ex-Policeman  Cecil  Denny  was  second  with  the  "CD"  brand, 
followed  by  ex-Capt.  William  Winder  and  Albert  Shurtliff  with 
the  "H"  brand. 

Missionary  Brands 

Early  missionaries  soon  registered  their  brands:  John  Mc- 
Dougall  with  the  "JM";  Samuel  Trivett  with  the  "'Reversed  ST"; 
and  John  Maclean  with  two  brands  which  defy  description. 

By  1883,  the  first  brand  book  included  the  names  of  such 
pioneers  as  James  Christie,  J.  F.  Macleod,  John  Glenn,  E.  H.  and 
George  Maunsell,  Andrew  Sibbald,  William  Steed,  Joseph  Mac- 
farland,  Thomas  Brunskill  and  Charles  Ryan. 

Many  of  these  early  residents  had  only  a  few  head  of 
cattle  and  their  importance  as  ranchers  was  soon  overshadowed 
by  the  famous  name  companies  which  settled  in  southern  Alberta. 

The  "Big  C" 

First  and  foremost  was  the  Cochrane  Ranch,  which  started 
with  7,000  head  of  cattle  driven  from  Montana  in  1881  to  their 
holdings  west  of  Calgary.  The  big  "C"  brand  on  the  left  side 
of  these  animals  was  a  familiar  sight  in  the  south  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 

Other  equally  notable  ranches  were  the  George  Lane  hold- 
ings with  the  "Diamond  O";  F.  D.  Stimson's  "Bar  U"  ranch; 
the  Alberta  Ranch  Company  with  the  "Pitchfork"  brand;  the 
Maunsell  ranch  with  the  "IV"  brand;  the  Conrad  ranch  from 
Montana  with  the  "Circle"  brand;  the  New  Oxley  ranch  with 
the  "OX"  and  "Lazy  H"  brands;  the  Waldron  ranch  with  the 
"WR"  brand;  the  Pat  Burns  ranch  with  the  "Reverse  NL'  brand; 
Senator  Dan  Riley  with  the  "TL"  brand;  and  Raymond  Knight 
with  the  "Running  Bar  K2". 

Then  there  were  famous  men  who  followed  the  large  ranch- 
ing companies  into  Alberta.  John  Ware,  a  colored  cowboy  who 
reputedly  could  ride  anything  on  four  legs,  came  to  Canada 
with  the  Quorn  ranch  and  later  registered  the  "19"  brand  on 
his  own  cattle.  Fred  Burton,  who  came  to  Alberta  as  a  horse 
wrangler,  took  a  ranch  in  the  Claresholm  district  and  registered 
the  "Quarter  R"  brand. 


Another  early  rancher  who  has  become  famous  is  Hon. 
J.  J.  Bowlen,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province.  Mr.  Bowlen 
came  west  in  1902  and  at  the  height  of  his  ranching  career 
had  one  of  the  largest  horse  herds  in  western  Canada.  Included 
among  the  ranches  once  owned  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
are  the  Q  ranch,  the  Raymond  Knight  ranch  and  the  Tony  Day 
ranch.  Mr.  Bowlen's  present  brands  include  a  "Bar  L"  for  cattle, 
"Slanted  Reversed  F"  for  horses,  and  "Lazy  B"  for  sheep. 

A  few  of  the  early  ranchers  had  some  intricate  brands, 
although  the  majority  of  the  fancy  types  did  not  appear  until 
the  1890's.  Among  the  first  were  Walter  Huckvale,  a  rancher 
near  the  Oldman  River,  with  the  "Fiddleback"  brand.  There 
was  also  Maj.  Gen.  T.  Bland  Strange,  of  Riel  Rebellion  fame, 
with  the  "Crest"  brand;  George  Emerson,  an  ex-Hudson's  Bay 
man,  with  the  "P  Anchor"  brand;  the  High  River  Horse  Ranch 
with  the  "Double  Rowlock"  brand;  and  Benjamin  Hertz  with  the 
"Chair"  brand. 

But  whether  fancy  or  plain,  the  brand  was — and  still  is — 
a  sure  protection  for  ranchers  and  farmers.  Cattle  rustlers  haven't 
completely  faded  into  the  pages  of  history  and  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  is  constantly  reminding  livestock  owners  of  the 
risk  involved  in  keeping  unbranded  animals.  Records  of  cattle, 
horses,  sheep,  ranch-raised  fur  animals,  and  poultry  all  can  be 
registered  with  the  Brands  Office,  Edmonton.  • 


Sanitation  Systems 

(Continued  from  Page  One) 

Act  at  two  percent  interest  per  year  for  20  years.  Repayment 
of  the  loan  can  be  made  from  monies  received  from  the  revenues 
for  water  and  sewerage.  The  survey  estimated  that  revenue  from 
the  waterworks  would  be  about  $16,180  annually,  while  the 
sewage  would  average  $11,500. 

Tenders  for  the  work  then  were  called  and  regular  inspection 
of  the  construction  was  made  by  the  Provincial  Sanitary  Engineers. 
Upon  completion  of  the  projects  last  year,  the  town  was  equipped 
with  modern  water  and  sewage  facilities  with  no  undue  financial 
strain  having  been  place  on  the  shoulders  of  local  ratepayers. 

Annual  inspections  then  are  made  by  the  Provincial  Sanitary 
Engineers  and  the  services  of  the  branch  are  available  when  any 
water  or  sewer  problems  arise.  • 
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Alberta   Government   Photos — Ross 

The  problem  of  pioviding  adequate  care  and  treatment  ior  elderly  persons  who  are  chronically  ill  and  unable  to  care  lor  themselves  is  solved  by  three 
Central  Alberta  municipal  districts  which  established  the  Three-Way  Hospital  at  Rimbey.  Known  as  the  Three-Way  Hospital  since  the  hospital  was 
organized  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Lacombe  and  the  two  iormer  municipal  districts  which  now  make  up  the  County  of  Ponoko,  the  hospital  has 
accommodation  !or  35  patients  in  three  large,  comfortable  wards.  Approximately  half  the  hospital's  patients  come  from  other  municipalities,  who  pay 
lor  their  citizens'  care:  the  rest  are  from  the  County  of  Ponoka  and  Lacombe  Municipal  District.  The  hospital  is  assisted  by  a  grant  from  the  Alberta 
Health  Department.  The  photographs  above  show  the  hospital  and  a  group  of  patients — all  over  90  years  ol  age — with  Mrs.  Mary  Graham,  hospital  matron. 
Leit  to  right  are:  Albert  Kerry,  91.  ol  Leslieville;  Olaf  Nelson,  91,  Sylvan  Lake;  George  Rooke,  91,  Ponoka:  Mrs.  Grahanu  William  Murray,  92,  Edmonton; 

William  Eccalshall,  95,  Tees. 


Recent  Municipal  Loans 

Following  is  a  list  of  loans  made  by  the  Provincial  Treasurer's 
Department  during  the  final  two  months  of  1953: 
Municipal  Capital  Expenditures  Act: 

Fort  Saskatchewan  $130,000     Water  system 

Two  Hills    31,000      Water  system 

Elk   Point    40,000      Sewer  system 

Sundre    11,000      Fireball  and  equipment 

Crossfield   37,000      Water  and  sewer 

Ponoka    17,700      Water  and  sewer 

Vulcan    47,800      Water  system 

Cardston    45,770      Water  and  sewer 

Brooks    17,500      Water  and  sewer 

Edmonton    260,000      Hard  surfacing 

550,000     Walks  and  curbs 
^  205,000  Roads 

175,000      Telephone  system 
310,000  Grading 

Barons    66,000      Sewer  system 

Falher    8,000      Municipal  building 

Self-Liquidating  Projects  Act: 

Lloydminster   $100,000 

Thorsby    128,000 

Derwent    77,500 

By  the  end  of  1953,  a  total  of  $24,712,340  had  been  loaned 
through  the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditures  Act,  leaving  $287,660 
in  the  fund.  In  the  Self-Liquidating  Projects  Act,  a  total  of 
$20,974,369  had  been  loaned,  leaving  $1,025,631  in  the  fund.  • 

Premium  Prices  Obtained 
In  Debenture  Sale 

Premium  prices  again  have  been  obtained  by  the  Department 
of  Education  in  a  recent  sale  of  debentures  for  school  divisions. 
The  highest  price  was  101.55  percent  of  the  debenture  and  con- 
siderable savings  were  made  by  all  divisions.  Following  is  a  list 
of  debentures  sold  for  school  construction. 

Coupon 

(%)  Sale 

School  Authority  Amount      Years    Rate  Price 

Medicine  Hat  Division  No.  4  $    38,950        20        4%  $101.52 

Lethbridge  Division  No.  7  „   172,000        20        4%  101.66 

Killam  Division  No.  22   91,580        20       4%  101.55 

Drumheller  Division  No.  30   58,000        10        4%  101.02 

Spirit  River  Division  No.  47   17,150        10        4%  101.00 

Grande  Prairie  District  No.  2357   50,500        25       4%  101.82 

Immaculate  Conception  RCS  No.  43   34,000        15        4%  100.65 

Strawberry  Division  No.  49   21,945        20        4%  101.35 

Two  Lakes  Named  For  Famous  Bush  Pilots 

Two  northern  Alberta  lakes  have  been  named  after  two 
Alberta  fliers  who  won  renown  as  flying  aces  in  the  First  Great 
War  and  as  bush  pilots  in  the  Canadian  north  in  later  years. 

Lake  May  and  Dickins  Lake,  both  in  the  north-west  corner  of 
Alberta,  are  named  after  the  late  Captain  Wilfred  R.  "Wop" 
May,  D.F.C.,  and  C.  H.  "Punch"  Dickins,  D.F.C.  • 


New  Agriculture,  Welfare  Ministers 
Appointed  In  Cabinet  Changes 

Two  changes  have  been  made  in  the  membership  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Alberta  as  a  result  of  the  death  of  Hon. 
David  Ure,  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

Hon.  L.  C.  Halmrast,  former  Minister  of  Public  Welfare,  has 
been  appointed  Minister  of  Agriculture,  while  R.  D.  Jorgenson, 
M.L.A.  for  Pembina,  has  been  appointed  Minister  of  Public  Wel- 
fare to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  Mr.  Halmrast's  change  in 
portfolio. 

Here  is  the  Executive  Council  of  Alberta: 
Hon.  E.  C.  Manning  -    -    -    Premier,  Provincial  Treasurer, 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minerals. 
Hon.  Dr.  W.  W.  Cross    -    -    Minister  of  Health. 
Hon.  Lucien  Maynard    -    -    Attorney  General. 
Hon.  C.  E.  Gerhart    -    -    -    Provincial  Secretary, 

Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Hooke  -    -    -    -    Minister  of  Public  Works, 

Economic  Affairs. 
Hon.  Ivan  Casey  -    -    -    -    Minister  of  Lands  and  Forests. 
Hon.  Gordon  Taylor  -    -    -    Minister  of  Highways,  Telephones. 
Hon.  Anders  O.  Aalborg    -    Minister  of  Education. 
Hon.  L.  C.  Halmrast    -    -    Minister  of  Agriculture, 

Water  Resources. 
Hon.  N.  A.  Willmore    -    -    Industries  and  Labour. 
Hon.  R.  D.  Jorgenson    -    -    Public  Welfare. 

Civil  Defence  Workers  Eligible 
For  Work  men  s  Compensation 

Any  Alberta  civil  defence  worker  killed  or  injured  during 
training  or  exercises  will  now  be  eligible  for  compensation  under 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Under  the  agreement  between  the  Government  of  Canada 
and  the  Alberta  Government,  the  Canadian  Government  will 
take  responsibility  for  half  the  cost  of  workmen's  compensation 
benefits  to  civil  defence  workers. 

Alberta  is  the  third  Canadian  province  to  make  such  an 
agreement  with  the  Canadian  Government,  Ontario  and  British 
Columbia  having  made  identical  agreements  previously.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  oi  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  oi  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


